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As I have nentlcaed before, there have beecr various explanatiors ubicb f have given
fe tbe end of Late Brcnzp and lrcnr vben I couldnlt figure cut uhat tbe real problera rnras

because there are ccntradlctlms. f tbink not, for the flrst tLne. $e are able to give
a $umary that represents the !9g,9 expleorraticn of all of the apparent problens rfiicb
bave ccrne to crrr atteatlcD (as r*e]-[ as, of carse, to the attatiqr of tbe archaeol*
gistg).

Beuare of Strcne Clal&s I

Let ne give yo: a little introdirctory baclqgrannd: For scrne tLrre f labored under tbe
1lluslor tbat the strcnger tbe rnsr makes a clalrl tbe nore ltke\y lt ls tbat he ls risht;
otherwlse he vorlfutt nake hls statement so ernpbatic. Later cne dlscorrcrs that sorznally
g scholar he.e !g Eg&g !!g. claLurs uhm there iS g.g oroof t--but lf ycrr bave tbe Eg! yqt
doatt havg to L'onT abcut tbe g!g@l

I vltl go back to bistory for an caple of this. 8or years and years there vas
tbe problem of Dynastles 18 and 19. Vellkovs\y ls the one vbo broke tnra€b the proL
1en for us f1nal\y. All the aclent historims say that $pasty 18 of the Tbutmoses
md Dynasty 19 of the Rmessldes is gg$ dated, and before that there are probleas.
l,leJ-l, I lgrew the problens before tbat and ve solwd those, b:t then I ecul-rbtt nake
s€as€ cut of thls period altbcxrgh everybo{y cla5-ue to bave it correct\y cbrcarologtca[y
placed to within aLnost a year-tbat is the clainl-ard ycr.r wo.rld take this for granted
yntll ycu reallzed that the claim yas bgsed s?rl-ctlv car astrgqoFsr I h astronolg-gg! cn:

Ef story at all t $rat ls, lt nas the astrcaronlcal seg:ece ub:Lcb was used to give tbe
dst€s of those Qynastles. lbef cculd have been arly number of cycles Iater, or earller
for that natter, lf yortre goilg to go by astroaoly. And the neak Ilnk they never dis-
ctrssed shich ls the perlod of Qpastles 21, 22, 23r 4; tbey slr"trr\y gloss over those so
ycu dortt detect tbe problal

Irm &e the Feriod of the Israellte Kines?

Nov in the archaeologr of Palestlae r.re ccnfront the sme tblag: there ls the bold
st,aternert .that the lrcar 4gg is clearlv the -ggg pf lqael lecauge lt is tbe period of
Samria, rra-'TUe rare of-tbe City of .Sg!!9, capital -of . israel. Tbere csr b g darbt
abort li, they sryl (See 6nnpendium, voI. @er Psge lr&t.)

ff that t s true thqr ubat are ve golng to do vith Late hcnze, ycrr see? So tbis
puzzled me for a lcng tjlre, cord I had the Ircar Feriod i.ncorrectly dated to start vith
Lecsus" I accepted Albrightrs statem@t. Later qI ue came to realize that soroethlng
was vrcng, ht hou to conect\y place the Iron .Age vas yet a bit obscure-r*rether lt
shculd be'parqlrel nlth the ernd bf Late Brcnze in Palestirae or succeed lt. Ncry f think
we have basical\y resolved tho pobla.

tle have clear naterial in rnwry sorrrceo-the Canbridge Anclent History, archaeologl-
cal evldence-it is absolufeJy clear that Qgnasties 19 srd 20 of Egrpt pertain !9 the
tate Brcnze !gg. Look lnto the Ccnnpendiura for the correct dating of these two {ynas-
ties. tUe ltineteenth D5masty parnl'le1s the end of Asqlria and Nebucha&rezzsr. Raraes-

ses tbe Great vas a ccmtenporary of Nebucbadnozzerc &e I\entietb Dynasty wao Rarnesses

Ilf-not tbe Great h.rt IIl (tUe tUra). He ls the ccartemporar]r of tbe Perslm klng
durilg the ti-rae of Eg4ptlan indepenCence frcra Persia--this ls ir the fcurtb century 3.
C.-and be d.ieC strcnt\y before Alqander t s ccnquest. A11 this beLopes to Late EISE.
The archaeological evidsnce for th.is ls very clear.
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lbe Iron Age page 2

?his requires thst, rrlthort a danbt, that Ircm I A represents tbe period of Persir
treadlng tbrargb Palestine md the reccn+test of Egrpt. Aad Irm I B is tbe so-ca]'led
Phllistine period, trut cculd be nore otber tban the adni tted Greek pottery-they think
it was rnere\r that the Fbi]istilres ca.rne out of the Grecian ar€a at this tiner hrt acttl-
aLly it iacluded the Greeks thenselws; J.t also ccorcludes the time of Alsander the
creit and tbose '.fr?-ffia;a-ffi. Gok at pages /83-t, in vo1. cnre of the Corceordiun )

Nor* the questioe is, Hon do ne prt the rest of tbe story together?

Palestirrim Potters'Not a Guide ln his Period

First of a]'t we c'rnnot-listen careful\y to this so ycnl r:nderstmd-ue cannot
assocLate clear\y tho pottery evldence of PaLesti-ne with tbe Bibllcal record. frls is
because tbe Bibllcal record at thls !gE!, r"rnlike the ear\y perlod, doesntt tell uE tbe
snme thlrg that it di(l *fcre. I:a the eatly period yan have a pecrple cmiae jg t&o
nerentt there before-Abrah*r Jacob gsning tn trlth his rdrrcs srd that culture; yotr
had the destnrcticn of a vbole pecple ttr mother people r^*to ltva{" lbg canntry; yq- 

-
have :nr-iTiEaF?ffi and orpr agair in cbrtaln perLods as ln the Period of Judges uhicb
is applied to tbe sequenc€ of Mlddle Brcarze.

Bnt vba ycf,r come to the Late Brcnrze, yoo, are dealing vith a different slhraticn.
Thore nry hane- beear vars, ht yotl vll-L discover tbat the people stjLl lirrcd ln tbe clt-
les. And r:nless H€ can be sure that a uat pass€d tbrough a clty, yan dcrntt' boou r*rether
it vas a uar leyerr a destmctio by fire by accidont or uhatener it night have lxen.
Ia other vords, there ls no disnlacenen! of posrlaticar until tbe depar!$e d .I9g[.
tberefore we bave to rely Bore on cca:tenoora:sr histor.r; tbat is, do r.re harp scarabs, dc
ve have fragnentary nanes of foroigners vho vanld then be pa:re]1el wlth thls archaeo
logical sequellce, ard so qt.

Eelrlocas as a Factor ia Archaeolog

Nour ycnr sborld be auare that lf ycrr harrc an archaeologlcal- sequ€nce i,tr uhich yor
trll1 find a scarab of Banesses the Oreat ue c€n drau qle of tvo co:acilusioas. If thil
bas not been altered by later dlgglng so that the record was buried accldental-\y belov
the actual perlod of tLue, lf ycu csn see that the borLzo has not beeo effected b5r

later bg1td-irg of trenches fe nal-ls md that lt ls just as the orlglnal stratlgraphy
doragded, theu ore ccnrld cclrrclude ttrat arry naterlal pertalaing to Ranesses qel$ss to
the tine- of Raness€er gE that it corld be later. tttlt it clear\y corlfott be befeg
Ran€sses ard have Rmosses t ramajns ln lt.

trrotlrerreds,yorcana1wryshaw@,gl,ltn{s1ra1rrryaaposs1btlttI'd.
thcrr$ I tbjrk tt ls oftea great\y ovemlese9 b5r arcbaeologlsts; n€rter-bhelessr yolt
snarfa be auare of lt as a posslbllity. there ls a1vrys a possLbllitv that archaeolog-
lcal renafus of a rrrler 6r s kJng of a certain period ggg tndeed !g faurd later Ln
tezus of docuroeate r&icb i.n 4 lgg ser1re to @. tbe arcbaeologlcal hortzo i.n vhlcb
thqr ara fo:ad but rere)y shos tbat these objecta rere in cLrsulatLcn fglgll.

Normal\y tbls ts gg! tbe case, tbough archaeologists prrt nore stress a lt tf far
tbm they sbculd. Bo,rernr, ln a feu instsrces ttris vllJ. be tbe cese-Bo bear that tl
mlad. &is csr aluays bsppq. f have gone raaterLal jn ry bcoe-mrybe sone books or
sorne pJ.eces of pottery-tbat Eight be o:e on tlro brundred years old, t'bese obJects tlo
not date tbe hcuse or tbe otber tblags in it. fbls ldnd of thing ca happelr.
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lte lrcrr Age PAEC 3

Datl:ee Irm I A

[or, r.re cc6e norrral]y fu Late Brcnze all the vay dorn bo the naterial clear\y assoc-
iated r.rfln tle fui]rring of R^aesses IIf of tbe I\.entleth D5masty r&ose dates are 381 to
3n A.C. (vol, cae of Ccq>orrdit'o,, page 230). lle hane no basic Late Brcnze materlal- after
tUi" po:-ot. Hls naterlal seens to be most\y assoclated {th .!E g19* g l4!9...Btcnze-
(&;1.i *iAt be varlatioE la so6 ar€as r&Lre tbe old cu1arfi.iilEfrieE-s;;tA;ef

Brt sudden\y r* bave sr incr.rrslcn of a peopLe tbat are associated vith tbe TlttT.
renalns called li-m I A, t&cngb thts rd.lL nonoally b" po"4e1 rrith tate Brmze lI] other
cgg€sr 1lris cari.d bardly be other, nov, thm tbe FersLar devastatia of the corntry.
Ircn I A deposlts ar€ 1614n]1y lrsialfleant-very .g!g,! in duratLca.

Ircn I A is usual-Lv assiFned to the rfio1e Perlod g! Judgesl

liodera-dry ebolars Ehorten tbe Ferlod of Jtrdges to^abort a ggghrlv uhen lt uas ao
hra11y $ centuries (pric,r To-Ebe lhilistlne doninatlo) t hd "r*oay nbo bas nade a

sb4f recognizes tbe loilorring: If lrcn: I A ls of the Judges, as Albrigbt and_ all the
otbers uoutd corclude, then ii ls $mosad.ble to bave tbe Feriod of Judges as fgg ag the
Bible says it 1s-@ atentt thgt PigE renalagl

In the flrst p1ace, Ircn I A does gg! replace Late Brcale $ tte Chtldren of I+-
qr1-rael

h.lr€ I
replaced tbe Csraanltee t It doestt represent tbat Hroil of devastaticrr of a

it ts a .Eggi.!ig, rnade b5r a pc'net tbat coms frm tbe north ad devastates nany
of the coastal ffiF ea not tbe hlLl citles. there ls E !E to recmcile Irca I A

vfth the Biblical recordl frere just isttl ltre ancn:nt of renaLns are g SggIL t.e

ucn-1d bave to ccncbde tbat the archaeologists barc nade a najor €rror; but the evidenoe
sorld be in oerfect aeteeent ulth tbe stahrs of naterlal ln Palestlne durlng tbls brlef
period of activity at tnE iloee of the Ferslm !,hplre rbeo: tbe Fersi&ts rrrere rnarchi*_6
-tUrcrrgb palesttne to prrt dorn rEo1ts in Bgrpt (Coi+,enafrlo, yo1. cne, chapter_9). l+- ^
tbcrrgh there are parrrtels rdtb Late hqr?,e, ue lory sry tbat tbe trmsitlcna3. period of
Irca f A rnry be dated 3n-3n B.C. RdJ

Identilylns Ircn I B

.gnd then srddenlv ue barre tbe.gggggb of Alexmdeq @ Oreat! A"d Alexanderrs
ccnquest tnings a @g of pecple cut of tbe Aegea vorld rfio spread all owr ttle coasts
of the eastem l'bdfterrsrea and into Palestine' For aop1e, tbe cily of Decapol-is
rnsrticned lnthe Nev testan€nt-Deeapolis neanjrg ntbe Tm Cltyr-uas a Greek city. Hoy
Greek ctties rlere established, traay Greekg g€ttled aU tbrcrsh tbe V.iddle Fast t

Bere glcldenJy is tbis nPbllistireei iavasicn. &atts ubat itrs sn'tled--br'r,t ttts gg!
Fh1l1stlae, ltts @!l

The associated r.rare is adnittedlv Greek pottery derircd fron sub-lfcearear ,IIf C-

1.'sr€ (vol oae, page /83). -tm-"EE""E!gI9. there isrt any guestiml So tbere is
no reasc!1 not tt associate ft uf{n the ti-ne of Alexsrder tbe Great i:f ne barc tbe r&ole
previcrrs archaeological pattern comect\y laid cut.

ft is infossfble to associate tbis pottery vitb the FbiJ.lsti-nes for two reasclls3
q1e, the Biblical record shovs clear\r tbat tbe Philistjaes Hore tbere lcrrg before t'be

rear6 srrdden\y nakes l-ts sptrratance (vbicfr vas j.n the drys of Abrahm); ed tuo, uerre
already dorn to the drys of Alsstder m;rwry.
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The lror Age

Non, if
find *rether

Pq6vr+

F\rrther, maly of the Fhilistine cities dorsinated by the Pbillstines i.11 fsael in
tbe drys of Saul (tite Beth-sban-elso spelled Beth-g[gg) shovs no philistlne rnre.
uasntt a Greek cityr hrt it gg a Phllisti:re clty-but il uas a Phllistine city at tbe
end of Middle Brcnze, thatts the differene. In other r+ords, tbe archaeologlsi is ccn-
fronted vith tbe fact that even thqugb lhtllstine rmre is heavi\y assoclatea tAtU tUe
FbjJ-istine cultute because thattE uhere the Greeks settled, he cannot erplaia ley Phj-l-istine uereEsobgellsd, uhich is really Greek-does not oecur in citles imour to uetoeg
to the ftiJ.istlnes in tbe arys of Ssul ! lberefore, Ef,ber the Biblical reEfr i" o*g
on the arcbaeolodcal record ls hoca?sctJgr assoclated.

tre other words, rtrat tbe mn do uho
sooth it all ovet, ad never to nentlo
ht, trtle dcntt drav the attentlca of the

wrlte these thlngs is to draw ccnclusiors, to
tbese tF:of," unless itrs alittle side polat
reader to thls lest be b€gln to qr:esticrr usln

l!tl" qoinq to!ry_r&et'her the Pbillstine vare is Philtstin€r F need toit is fo:nd essentlalJ;r in those clties horn to be assoclated-lrttb Fhllj.s-tine ccn:trol jn PaJ.estlne li$g in the Bib1g. If they aqrtt agtee then that just i*rt
the a:suer. hd, of co:rs@t abea{y .*ra,I be the *"*t.

So ue havt lrcrn I B representiag the tfue of Alexsrder. &d, sjnc-e it has s@e gk!
nificant 4rratiorl of deooslt, there is errery evidence to cca:clude- that lrqn f g G-il;-

_g! $exeq@ gg !tr Fboleraies froa a.rgung 2&. to aro:nd 2oo or the lqots--erybe
19U195. T.n otber words, it represeats something like a pe-riod of a century ma a quar-
ter to a century ad a third jn du-raticn. There is no problen 1n cqncluding tbat Ircnr I
B shou-ld represent thls length of t1sre.

6\rlture Descrj.bed as rlliserabl€r

the culture srd the rmre of the tirne ls sald to reflect rniserablett lil[g conCi-
.!54!,. To vbat period in tbe Bible do the arcbaeologtsts u"si!ilffi*@T ;eT'
guess it-the TI]'{E 0f SOIIMC[qll Yes, this is asd.gned to the perlod of tbe United
Morarchy in fsaell Sris is sonething to think about--the ti-me of David ao:d Solcmcnt
It iS Cn'l'led nn'{Serable.i

There ls destr:ucticn; Sbechen is destrcyed. f nqrtt go into aIL the notes I bere
here for the noonernt, bnlt tbere 1s sioiflcmt destmcticn tbrcrrgbcrt the courtry to nore
than cne place. Obvlcus\y thls ls the story of the Srrim Wars rmged betr;esr the .Sy".ig.ad the PLolenies (soe pages 96Yl ia tho nlv edltion-iT-taffi). -Ibe ptolonral.c perlil-
represents the Grqeks.jg, Emrrct ube douinated Palestlne after Alorander dour to the rqlddle
of the first decade of the secq:d century B.C.-198 cr 195J.C., sornettri:rg like that.
fudr aftern'llr tbe archaeolory doesrtt change all cf a sudden.

the Biblical record describes Palestine as g!g[e prospetcus and fuIl of jggp in
the days of Sglmqa:anything but nniserable tn they were able to build a teroLE the like
of vtrich has nerrer been erected slnce, at least ln terros of lts gold and its t^rooAs. And
yet the orltr.ue associated uith it is said to be rdserablel It is often sald tbat kingts
borses lived better tha hls serva:ts. This nere$-nea1s that the people vbo lived in
Palesti:re were livjag poorer than the stables wbicb the Ptolenies Utritt in the canntry
to hold it wrder rn'l]iffly ccntrol. lhatts at1 this is telling us.

But the archaeologists are trying to nake us beliene that the p€cple of Israel r,€re
so ni-serable vhen the Queen of $reba visited Solomcar and the pecple Here eating anddrlnkhg and naklng luerry-just tbe coposite of being niserabie I It is tnre t[at Solr
oncnr did .tac then later in his relgn, hrt yar car\y ta:c people r&o can afford to pry it.
Tcu dcartt get ay taxes l:f the p€cple are rniserable. fbby foay be rntseriffif,rytn-g ltt
-btrt there are no toces to be gotten frm people wtro ae paupers and, ha.rre nothi;1g to/// otter I
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Assoqiatine Ircn I C

lla cme next to lrcn f C rbicb I nou.ld associate rdth the Sglgg. It starts cut
nmiserablec md contilues to be gacre niserable.i These are expressims used ty Katb-

leecr 6unym and otbes to describe this period-nralserableF eord nnore niserable.rr lbese
are the Lrchaeoloe'lstsr r.rords, not ly orsr descriptionl

Ircn I C is said to be drre to a g peop16 doninating Palestlne in tbe city of lbg-
iddo--shlch nouldnrt rnske any ssnse ifTUis is alrea$ seo-rrely under the coetrol of
IsraeL in the time of SoJ.cmcn. fgael never lost Megiddo after Solmcar uas in ecrrtrol;
the i{cuse of Israel retained it, bad been llvjng there before. lchra[vr tbese nell
pecpfe *ho rro" donjnate tbe co:ntry are tbe $vrlos, ycu seer srd the Pe.cple-uho live
there are Igg !ggt:- There ls Sir{osogrflfT1h-ere are no ibrports-in the cities rfiere
the Jerus g;d-[frffiii* l"i*s llvedt-Eatts jggl!g!: No prosperlryr no impets-al-
so band-tumisbed E. As for te" ""F: of..tEe Ti-ne: Strcngest possible tritb the

iru@;ffala effort invffi. ue find tenples being erected-the story of
6e-Srims i.mposing their religicn or tbe corntry.

So ue rnay date Iror I C as appnorinqtely the poriod 195 to 165 B.C.

Trcn II A - tbe llaccabe€n'Period

lben ue cme to a charge: IigB! destnrcticar takes place i.:n tbe 1and. l'Ie have

cone ncu to Irm II A.

Fo1lowing tbe viole,lrt <iestnrctiqr r.re have the appearalcer -in archaeclogical bori-
z€r3s, of the Star of Ds\rid, the lbee of Life, and sr jncrease in torsr Ff", as. rell- as

ro""'*ro". this could be ncno other tban tb6 tim of the l'lacc-abeans uho overtbreu tbe

-Srists€l
lJe have the gyrlar Period, thqo, frm arcnnd 195 or 190 to 16Fa mrch shorter

perlod for Irm f -C 
tnan Irqr i n (Uut the populaticaa worlld be increasl'g).

lbe lndicatlqr !s that Ircn If A cmtirnred dour to the Rcnm coaqr:est of tbe
ccrurt:ry aro:nd 63 B.C. Ilro not gojrg to sry that tbis ls absolute\y certe{n s!q1[
tbis; iror*rr"", tl se"Ds to errd in a certal^n destlrrctiqr Iryer here and there uben the

Bcnas rnry possibly took it wer. In otber words, Iror II A. probab\y lasted frcn
165 to 63 B.'C. I wo:ld ass.rlne bere that the gglglif,ifi is that lror II A is frm
tbe beginning of the llaccabeerr Ferlod to ttre 6af-ot" of Ronan ccrntrol (renenber-
ing that the l'laccabesrs uere at fj.rst ElG):-

frcm lf B - tbe Rman Feriod

Ircn II B r.rculd tben represent the rest of -tbe, Ronan Period in Palestjrte.

That vorld be a shocker f or the scholarly vorld because, nomnal]{r gfter lrcar II
B yoltr c@e, in tbe noFna-ehaeologlcal scheme, to tbe *rsian Foriodt then ycu cone

to tUe Helienistic Period (the Creek), and tben ycu finaliy reacb tbe !9ggl

Hov are r"e goiag to reccncjLe tbe overall story here--that you come from Ear\y to
lliodle to Late ft..rz" to Irm I srd II and fI A ard II B; and them hor csr ycu harre Iror
II B as the Ronar Feriod, starting tbe Tro: ulth the Persien eorqr:est iust before tbe
corning of .[1e-.csrder-horr then cm ycu have, cr tcp of all this (r.fiicb is thc[ght to be

tbe tisp of tbe Babylocia Captivity-they-thiJtk that Iro II B ends vith tbe fa'l'l sf
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.le:risaleaq in *5 B.C. !) aII tb.e rest of the archaeologlcal segreace? trIe1l, I think rp
csn ansrr€r this problen very simply and logicalJy. 'i{hen you see the storyr xou rrilL r
aiize that tbe archaeologlsta have gggJglglx nisundg'stood the difference betvem
Fersist ware in tbe Fersian-Cminated sites, the Greek citieg eettled by Greeks after
the overthroy of the Ferslans, ad the natiw Er€BBr

Renember tbat Late Brcarze fcr tbe lTineteentb $pasty takes us Lo tbe Babylcnleor
Perlod; tbe Late Btsnze cotlnreg to the Persiaar Seriod all the lrry to $rnasty 20; ad
thern Iror I A begins the Fsrsla reeonquest In tbe 3lt0rs B.C.i thear Alexander ard the
Ptolerdes are reFnesented tf Ircn f B; tbe Qy'riars by I C; ad the Uaccabears by II A;
ad fjnal\y doror to the Rcnnsr Friod of If B. lbat is anr ptcttrre ln sumar5r.

Ubat Everrt Occurred at the hd of Ircn II B?

I vstt you to notice a statensrt in lbe Blb1e srd the Ancient Near EgE!, page 11?
ln tbe papertack edltlcar md page 96 in tn-ttrfficEftEe-@Sittcn vrr:
nThe seccnd frcnr Age ls nolr genera{y octended to corrcr the pertods of tbe dlvided ncr-
archy of fsrael (fJ l), md lbe kingdm of Judab (ff n1 aftei the d.estrructlcar of the
ncrthern-kingdcrn fty-.Assyrlg/...ad tbe acjJ.ic period (ff C).... !l€ sbalJ. bt31g thts
srTl/€y .:n this bo{ ad cn! chartc to a close, hovever, vitb Ircnr II B, enrriig !r
Judqjr in 5gl B.C.r-instead of 7O A.D. as f vuuld sry-nEg.g.E, gE tbat ooiat .!hC .EgI.
ieg of coherent gg5! lrtsrlacins stratiflcsticns of the varicr.rs expanated sitee g5ggg
E g sLgff."

Nc'w, if the ncoberentrr sequence eard stratlficatiq cc$os to g cIose, except for
So'r?riar lnl are ycu going to i-upose m tqp of uhat Is ended the Persian, tbe IIeILern-
istlc, and the Ronar cr.r-ltures? Ansr"er; the lro Age rernains repre-senf lbe JerriiF citi'
they cco:ta'ln the arlture of tbe natlw Jews t the gJerish cultural seguence ad arti
facts--tbe Fersian, Hellenistic and Ronan-are fcr.ud in the other gg-Jerdsb tours ad
citlest the native ard ncn-natiw sdturat segu€nces rrur parallel instead of cotrs€gtr-
tive\y I

At a certala pol.nt ln Palestiae, uhlch ve baw establlshed as 7O A.D., citv after
cltv endg (except cne that goes to the later perlod of 135 !.D. ubo tbe Je$s r*r€ a-
galn overtbrour by the Rcn-g). Tbese vere tbe sltes that vere settled I the uatlws
fron aaclent tineg--Cmaalte tbrough fsaeJ.lte thrcngb Perslo (that is, tbe Jevisb
Forloil;6''n6-(rerleutstic n"od, the Jerdsb perrla-arr.ni itt tbai'u-E€), tru tue
Jens r€r€ expe.4ed I b are dealbg here--!!g!gg caref\rlly-vltb tbe follwlng aanor,
Bibllcal ggpgs AsbbJ-ot, Beth-shemsh, B€tb-sba, l{agiddo, }fl.rsla, Betbel. }{ot cae
of tbese citlea lt Greekl &ee Fre 911 cltleg lnhablted .tr & natfiCIs-lloe Jggrt

l,lbea tbey are erplai.rrlng tbe pottery ln tbese sltec-ad rp have clear evlderace of
the tLm-o1enent, becarse ve have t'be chronologr abeolute\y orolpd I lbere ls no qrrest'lor
abc'ut tbat I b bare tbe dates corr.ect so there 1g no other ecncluslcn but tbat tbe
Iror Age goes to 70 A.D. Xov llbrigbt sav that Irm II B glgBg9 at a certaln polnt.
As he said, be bovs alnost no place-a]'ogt no pJ.aoe--ln Palestj-ne rfuere the area nas
not dovestatsd. lbatts vty be tbcngbt the end of Iror II B narked Netucha&rezzarrs g!g-
ttvltv of tE ievst t{hea 

-he fl-rst irote, he eald 1t rras all obllte@tf
statenot cn pag€ UA. of &briebtts gg lrcbaeolory of Palestine, tbe Pe}lca paperback
nou cnrt of priat: nTbere ls aot a sl.agLe hora cgse lfier€ a tora of &dab prcpar vas
cortinuorsJy occupled thrargb tbe extttc perlo{!/ .€l'ce tbett I baw beara btler arcbae-
ologists say tbat they barn fo.ud a fev area6 r&ere tbe odture dLd indeed ccntfunre.

Fron thls they drav the erronecRrs conclusiqr tbet tbere ua6 not a trte Tfyeatsr
captiviby. There rea[y rras-tbey dqrrt rcallze tbat it naE rnrch earHer &riag the
Lete Ercnze perlod; but tbre rras Do chage ta qulture od thatrs rfu Lt bae aot beo

///
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taken aote of. I sbculd dvell o this pgjrat a litt1e nore 3 Tbere are clear iadlceticns
;-tb" d""i* of anlture at a certala pot:rt l.rr Late Br-cazlr ad lts degeneratlca right
at tbe cLose &rrlag the perlod of tbe restcatlcn of the Jeus under Zerubbab€Ir Ezra

ad Hebeml-ab.

Persla. Greek gg Rotrsa C-Ltles

So here ln cltleg guch as Ash.blcn, Maglddo and Betbel ar.a clcar indlcatiog of
tU" plit"; *q";J of tbe natlw pecpie oi Palest1nlr the-Jeva, ?11 d''"+g tha so-

aaffia EIro ntprr perfod. tlbat are-rn go5ag to do, tba, vltb rbat ve vculd 6r'l'l f$6

Persl.an, Greek ad Rcoo clties?

Iet re go back fcr a monen:t: Eqly, !Ii!dJ.e md Late Brcnrze and Irqr tahe us to
tbe .fenisb ciptivfty of ?O A.D. hi, J.n .a f9v casesr-Fg,rlf P qo€.E. aP 3h9 IEE, .tg
i;" a-t--r&en tle rlragu revoLt agaiist the.Rcnos caltea !n: n=*g:.Sltl ocsrrred.
ffi'aifles rrlth thls seguac€ are tbos€ t&at ve flnd assodated nitb tbe Blbllcal
record--Ilke Hazor *1c[ cdinued to 135 (srd nryb€ evsn afterrrard t&ere there Ls a

nrrr& vsL{t a t}re toP of Phase I).
flsu tbe citles uhicb batre gg@ s€quenc€ ca]'ted trIrcnn md labeled Persleoat

Greek srd Rornsr-r&lcb is tnrlv...ffialFeFcod Ronsrl-are tbege: Ranat'-rabale

i"u""r. "p"iurt), sil Abuffiaa, I"4. "l-Tgt'* ".t 
Jwpa, Te}l JaT'nll. *d.Saratia.

rtt of tbese o"'"rr*tia11y ncn-Jerdsh eitlest Tbey are clties of elther the Ph{t-
1"th;"-ip""'ir:vht,batare@lnnosicasos)orthePboeaic1m's,c1t-
Les that-ihe per-sius colcnized, citles tbat tbe Greeks srd Roans lived ln I

lbe potterT of these ncn-Jerdsb sites rdIL be coltectE dated,. fhy? Becguse lt
is assocl"t a rAtl hora Greek ctrltur9_r E."tE ncna, lpgg Perslan anLhrre. ?bese clt-
les are basical-Iy n6Fa"rrtlored in tbe Bible (the cLtles tbat, nonnalJy, O. &aest
tJrlgbt doesrt Jven rnmtlor). these are tbe cltles tbat arcbaeologlsts are nou usi-ng

to irtr the chrca:ol_oelcal vold tben @ gg!s:.{+tof rns_91eated tr pushrng back

---tbeEEtffit of ZO l'.O. back to 585 B.C. In otber rn:ds,
itrs g 6ao-vear g-tbis ls rhat-bas bappgdt In short, lf.the arcbaeoilory of Jer
tab rEulfffi Eia rnshed back 6l o*t*lee, yor are goiag to hare to ftl-L lt up

vitb tbe rest of tbe itoryt thls lbey bave dbne by puttS-ng tbe pglg}I|if renalas of
tbe ncar-Jeuish ar€as, as i vbole, lnto tbesg rnlny lnterwning y€8rEl EeueBbel, h
tbese otber areas tb6 natives li;ed,-tbey dldnrt trade, tbey rmre to poor tbey coul&'rt
affed to; srd to they cal1d afford to they dLdnrt sint to, as a r&oile, beca'se tbeg

dtd not vsrt to be He}l-eerlzed myroore (under tbe Haccabea.rs ).

It took m a 1og t{ne to !.so1ate thls probJ.eo. In tbe case of oe site ubicb I
rarld be readlag abcnt, tber.e vcrrld be absolrtel,y E afru!-that tbelr ssquence $as ccrr-

rect all tbe uqi back [o tbe perslao perlod. They-sorrld-flnd Fersim utxres ln Palestlne
airsct:V relate-il to rares in Fersla; 

-A.ssyrlar-u3r€s the sam n4r. But llstera: Alwryst
the sl*s rfilcb bave the Assyrla, ibrslar ad Fallenistic r.areo are .sltes $ricb {p "o!
blg !gi; thes' !9Ii94$ tte 11$.L *d rI ubi=ch folJo.rs.Late Eo?"g in tbeg g!!g
;ilG!, GfrE ilG=iffi'eTlEsf-(fney *' @te.u Pefsia naterial nr:cn rrrr t'ut
TETG just their defiaiticn-lt doesnti appear arryrb€re cn ay of tbe other sltesr lt
atcps "i r"d-Ilra.1

of
a
1s
it

lbey barn created a problem t lleis is u@
Palesiine, t@ bgck-!|" bTPaLestjaer t'bat l&€n ue Pusn o€cK lse r.rtll

bf€rkEc-atlse all tbese 6""id cities end

Fmeo this pottery uag transferred to lts
left Fonethine (rrttl!) of a Jgig b€hind.n

160. tr Albrigbt sSSr tn lte Archaeolory
uar€ as e8rry Bs we dtd rP rrer" 1".!! g5!!
up enptyt /Tbe exact qr-rote fro page.14Z.
eiooei date (tlt??3) before 5$ B.c. (!!l)r
I sbot.t.ld sry sol-V 

/n



Tbe Iron Age

llote I lbis page cqltalns
arsslon class of 11-T-1A.
cor,'ered l.tr the ;receding

You sbould be defjnlte\y a!/are of this: tbere
ccartinues to the end of Iron II B that 1g succeeded

. ..4 lot of thelr conf\rglm has arlsern becsuse
.!&_sage as Iro I.If. Afterallr ltts ccntenporaryt
Early Fereian srcceedg Late Irm fI B. lter.e 1e no
guqsce ls co41eted.

page I
additioral statensrts cn the rrcm perlod taken fron the di+ltese points rrlrl place errpbaslg o certain {?,portant topic
lecture.

is no loorsr site ia palestlae tbat
by arytbing Fers5.an t
scme of Iron I and lron II uare is
,hd they have fcnnd no place tbere

place ia Palestlae becarie the se-

fore
the
Iro

A student asks, nfs JXdEt! to be dated 7U135 !*D. or ls it after that?l
h. Hoebts ansuers we]l._{q I{t E,t!"lt {gli+!tiq3, is Ferslan naterial. tbere.-

.lt Precgdeg rrcn r and rr (if r lisdt fi-to m@-new ffif,1cn ratber tha
broader definrtiar that I r,las uslrg based ca soos of tle earller r.rork). nrerefore
.TI, ln f_ac_t, Y*19 nrg,cede aIL of Ircn II srd also orec€de Irm I B-and C. Ityld_be r,rara$el nlth tbe the ard of rate Brcnze ara parffilth lrcn I A. 

-u*tart
it? tbatrs tbe persian period, rigbt? 

-
There is no knorcr p13c€ la PaLestlna-thls is lhe point-g lonoul palestlne (infact, thereforo, no p]agc) 4u13 yan viJl actuagr dtscomr-rFvffi6-@ssiuUityt

-tnre Persiar ra,ar€ on !g of the end of Ircar II. It scnrld be i-qosslble becdrse cners
Persla cod tbe otber is Judaeo-Bmn in lts tt-m-settl5g1

Aaother Lnterest{qg pojr! ls that F&"o, esr arcbaeologlst rciting in the Jar:aal
&t=qgi{ mntlcns bou often HellePjstic $eDosijs are fcpnd in the earJy Irco I[ rnaterLa'

-ub'icb ls exactJy r&at ote ucnrld erpect because Iro II ts sf,i]l in tUfs Helleaistlc
setting. Rornenberr. Ee]-leorlo goes a.l'l tbe wry dorn to the Eonrm ccnquest of palesu:rc
*lch ocetr:red in 63 B.C. Therefcre Iro If durtng tbe t'laccabea period 1g st{rl BeIl*
lstlo-yan see, ln thie perlod, ltts I€te Hellatistlc.

I berre a vhole rork cn Bethsban rfrere co:stant\y lete Eel].elrLsil-c ad Bar\y lrql II
are fcund assoclated. ftrs mase--and tbel ai,! uros gfir Ia thls took- o Betb-
sban, the guthor trles deErcratel-y to al'sFraFEEeG Effiffsuc sherda that barle
catfused the lsse I &ld be ltteralJy dlsccr:nts all the HelJ.arLstlc rnaterid that he bas
fcnnd assoclated vlth Iror rll He 11tera\y dlscolrts lt because, h bis estlnstlo, he
ls dealrng hce nitb Jews vith Irorc II r,nre uho rnre adcpttng HellenlgtJ.c pottery g[!gr
see? hd slnce {rg tr !g ryeeos€d to !g era.eglEg-beforg Nehrcbafuezzar-be baiJo -
assue that the deposlt bas beccne nlred I

h mrst reallza that thls Ls their definltlm: lbecrever trro thlngs
lqS toeether, 1rt tb€ir esttuati@r d€ for:nd together E. ${!g!!ig ft
And therefore tbry rnere\y separate cnrt tbe Iron If nar*---lf,l.d lras-Tcnlnd
rrltb no Hellanlst'lc sherds, se? (drere tbey verentt lroortlne lt, tbatts lt-vbere the
Jeve had nothi:rs to do rdth tbe He]_ladsts)-erd thereTo:re-Geralfutp in tlne uhat cn tJeve had nothing to do rd He1-larists)-erd the@ in tlrg rbat cn tha
deposlt vas El99@,t

Yot cnJ-y flad thls ldrrd of detaaled descrlptlon in the archaologLcal Jcnr.rnals. bd
tltls ls an occe]-lmt lllugtratiqr of tbe lrind of problen they create fon tbenselves by
nlgassocl"atlng tbe Blble anVo the tnre hi.storlcal pattem wlth tbe arcbaeologlcal se.
qu€ne€.

4

tbat dcarrt bo-
has to be ntxedt
!n other cas6s
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